MEETING OF MAYOR AND COUNCIL

JULY 28, 2010 – 7:00 P.M.
* MEETING CALLED TO ORDER * STATEMENT REGARDING 8OPEN PUBLIC 
METING LAW * SALUTE TO THE FLAG 
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Martin.  Adequate notice of this meeting 

was provided as is required by the Open Public Meetings Law with advertising in the Home News

Tribune and posting on the bulletin board.  All present Pledged Allegiance to the Flag.

* CALLING OF THE ROLL:     

                        
 
Clmn. Peckham - Present





Asciolla - Absent
                                  
Janeczek – Present

                                  
Karczewski – Present



        

Perez – Absent


                      
Smith - Present

* PUBLIC PORTION

There was no one from the public who wished to speak.

RESOLUTION # 2010 - 155     - CONSENT AGENDA 
The following routine items and resolutions were voted on in unison as a Consent Agenda:

Reports of Utility Revenue Collector

Resolutions:

2010 – 151 - Resolution calling on the State Legislature and the Governor

to enact property tax reform with passage of the “Municipal Toolkit” and

Mandates relief

2010 – 152 – Resolution authorizing the Borough of Helmetta to purchase

Block 13, Lot 39.02 for the sum of $110,000.00 in order to develop it as 

the site for an animal shelter

2010 – 153 – Payment of bills

2010 – 154  - RVV Design work not to exceed $20,000.00
2010 – 156 Extension of Grace Period for Third Quarter Tax Payments



MOTION – Clmn. Peckham    SECOND – Clmn. Smith





ROLL CALL: 4 – 0

	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	June 2010

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Water
	
	Sewer
	
	Total

	
	
	
	
	
	

	2007 Principal
	 $            -   
	
	 $             -   
	
	 $             -   

	2008 Principal
	         32.09 
	
	          40.85 
	
	           72.94 

	2009 Principal
	1,029.19 
	
	748.09 
	
	1,777.28 

	2010 Principal
	     4,621.09 
	
	      5,309.45 
	
	      9,930.54 

	Subtotal
	     5,682.37 
	
	      6,098.39 
	
	     11,780.76 

	Interest
	        151.10 
	
	         130.11 
	
	         281.21 

	Subtotal
	     5,833.47 
	
	      6,228.50 
	
	     12,061.97 

	Final Water Reads
	         20.00 
	
	               -   
	
	           20.00 

	Returned Checks
	              -   
	
	               -   
	
	                -   

	Payment Reversal
	              -   
	
	               -   
	
	                -   

	NSF Bank Fees
	              -   
	
	               -   
	
	                -   

	Connection Fee
	              -   
	
	               -   
	
	                -   

	Water Turn-on Fee
	              -   
	
	               -   
	
	                -   

	Transfer in from Tax
	              -   
	
	               -   
	
	                -   

	Transfer out
	              -   
	
	               -   
	
	                -   

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Deposits
	 $  5,853.47 
	
	 $   6,228.50 
	
	 $  12,081.97 

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Carol Feig
	
	
	
	
	

	Utility Revenue Collector
	
	
	
	
	


RESOLUTION 

#2010 - 151

RESOLUTION CALLING ON THE STATE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR TO ENACT PROPERTY TAX REFORM WITH PASSAGE OF THE “MUNICIPAL TOOLKIT” AND MANDATES RELIEF


WHEREAS, difficult times demand difficult choices, and facing an unprecedented revenue gap this year, Governor Christie introduced, and the Legislature passed, a budget that cut municipal property tax relief funding by about $450 million, from last year’s already reduced totals; and


WHEREAS, realizing that a 20% cut in revenue replacement funding, instead of the statutorily required increase, would present a serious challenge to local budget makers,  Governor Christie intended to provide local officials with meaningful tools to limit the, otherwise devastating, impact of the cuts; and


WHEREAS,  the Governor’s “Tool Kit to Meet Today’s Fiscal Challenges” was supposed to accomplish six objectives: collective bargaining reform; pension and benefits reform; civil service reform; management reform; a constitutional cap on increases in spending for direct State government services; and a constitutional cap on property tax increases; and


WHEREAS, Governor Christopher Christie and the State Legislature have agreed on and enacted a 2% statutory cap  for  annual property tax levy increases; and


WHEREAS, the Governor was correct when he said, ‘New caps without the toolkit are unworkable.’ and 


WHEREAS, with the cuts assured in the State’s new budget and with bi-partisan agreement reached on new property tax caps, New Jersey Mayors - from municipalities, large and small, and from all around our Garden State – still wait for Trenton policy makers to enact meaningful local government cost containment reforms; now therefore be it


RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Helmetta calls for immediate passage of the “Toolkit” reforms and mandates relief, including, but not limited to interest arbitration reform, civil service reforms, public employee pension and benefits, disciplinary procedures, school and special district elections, reforms to the Fair Housing Act and the Council on Affordable Housing and mandates relief; and  


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that statutory arbitration reforms must limit the full economic impact of awards to conform to the 2% cap; and 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that statutory Health benefit reforms must conform future health benefit costs to the 2% cap; and 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that municipal revenues, such as the Energy Tax, which are now collected by, and diverted to, the State, but which are legally intended for municipal property tax relief, must be constitutionally dedicated for their original purpose; or in the alternative, those taxes should be reformed to allow collection directly by municipalities; and 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Administration and Legislature must advance immediate mandates relief initiatives to assist municipalities in managing within the 2% cap; and 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Administration and Legislature must advance reforms to the Fair Housing Act and the Council on Affordable Housing (COAH); and 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a cap exception for the costs associated with tax appeals should be included, and costs mandated by the Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC) should be excepted from the 2% cap or the costs of new AOC mandates should be capped at 2%; and 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this Resolution be forwarded to New Jersey Governor Christopher Christie, to Senate President Stephen Sweeney, to Assembly Speaker Sheila Oliver, to our State Senator, to our two Representatives in the General Assembly, and to the New Jersey League of Municipalities.





RESOLUTION

 # 2010 – 152

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE BOROUGH OF HELMETTA TO PURCHASE BLOCK 13, LOT 39.02 FOR THE SUM OF $110,000.00 IN ORDER TO DEVELOP IT AS THE SITE FOR AN ANIMAL SHELTER  

WHEREAS, the Borough of Helmetta (the “Borough”) desires to purchase the property designated as Block 13, Lot 39.02 as identified on the Borough’s tax map (the “Property”) in order to develop it as the site for an animal shelter; and


WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to enter into a contract of sale with the owner of the Property in order to purchase the Property for the negotiated price of $110,000.00, subject to a due diligence period wherein the Borough may conduct any investigations which it deems necessary in order to determine the condition of the Property and may thereafter elect, in its sole discretion, to either proceed to closing or to terminate the contract of sale; and


WHEREAS, the Borough recently adopted Ordinance 15 appropriating funds for the animal shelter project and authorizing the issuance of bonds for this project, but Ordinance 15 will not take effect until the statutory estoppel period expires; and

WHEREAS, in order to avoid delays caused by the Borough Council’s summer schedule, the Borough Council wishes to adopt this resolution to authorize the acquisition of the Property now, but for such authorization to be effective as of the date that the statutory estoppel period for Ordinance 15 expires and Ordinance 15 becomes effective.


 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Helmetta, that the Mayor is hereby authorized to enter into a contract of sale, in a form acceptable to the Borough Attorney, to purchase Block 13, Lot 39.02 for the sum of $110,000.00, subject to the provision of a due diligence period wherein the Borough may conduct any investigations which it deems necessary in order to determine the condition of the Property and may thereafter elect, in its sole discretion, to either proceed to closing or to terminate the contract of sale;  


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this authorization shall be effective as of the date that the statutory estoppel period for Ordinance 15 expires and Ordinance 15 becomes effective; and 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Chief Financial Officer has executed a Certification of Funds, which is attached hereto, and that sufficient funds are available for the acquisition of the Property from Account Number_________________________.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a certified copy of this Resolution shall be provided to each of the following: 




a.
David A. Clark, Borough Attorney;





b.
Gary Hipko, Renaissance Properties

RESOLUTION
#2010 – 153

PAYMENT OF BILLS
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RESOLUTION

#2010 – 154

AUTHORIZATION FOR RVV TO PERFORM DESIGN SERVICES

FOR ANIMAL SHELTER

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Helmetta, that

Remington, Vernick & Vena are hereby authorized to begin design services for the animal shelter in an amount not to exceed $20,000.00.
RESOLUTION 

#2010 – 156

EXTENSION OF GRACE PERIOD FOR 

THIRD QUARTER TAX PAYMENT

     WHEREAS, approval of the 2010 taxes from the State for the Borough of Helmetta came after August 1, 2010; and

     WHEREAS, as a result the Tax Collector has been unable to timely prepare and mail

third quarter bills for payment on August 1, 2010; and

     WHEREAS, the Governing Body has been advised by the Tax Collector that the grace period for the payment of third quarter taxes should be extended:

     NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Helmetta that the grace period for the payment of third quarter taxes in the Borough of 

Helmetta be extended for 25 days from date of mailing.

RESOLUTION # 2010 – 157
AWARDING OF BIDS AND AUTHORIZATION TO  SIGN PAPERS BY APPROPRIATE BOROUGH OFFICIALS

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Helmetta that the following sealed bids be accepted for the purchase of the two vehicles being auctioned:

$500.01          Jeep                    Thomas Krause

$375.00          Explorer              Luis Milan

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that authorization is hereby given to have the appropriate Borough Officials sign all necessary papers.


MOTION – Clmn. Peckham      SECOND – Clmn. Smith

                       
ROLL CALL: 4 – 0

RESOLUTION # 2010 – 158
CLOSED SESSION – PERSONNEL

      MOTION – Clmn. Peckham     SECOND – Clmn. Janeczek

                        ROLL CALL: 4 – 0

RESOLUTION # 2010 – 159

HIRING OF DEPUTY COURT ADMINISTRATOR PENNY DANLEY-GRAVATT AND APPOINTING DENISE ESTRADA TO CLERK TYPIST

WHEREAS, it is desirous of Judge Thomas X. Foley to make administrative changes in the Helmetta Municipal Court;

  NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that Penny Danley-Gravatt is hereby appointed as Deputy Court Administrator at the hourly rate of $20.00 per hour and Denise Estrada has been hereby appointed as a Clerk Typist for the Borough at her present hourly rate.

    MOTION – Clmn. Smith          SECOND – Clmn. Peckham

                        ROLL CALL: 4 – 0

Discussion was held on what Michael Testa was including in the plans.  Clmn. Peckham said that he would personally speak with him to see what they will include.

Borough Attorney David Clark said that he does not have a contract from Renaissance.  Hopefully, he should have it by the next meeting.

Borough Engineer Jason Cline gave a status report on the projects in the Borough.  He was asked when the dead trees will be removed from Old Forge Road.  Jason said he has a call into Mario.  He was told that Mario is to do nothing without the consent of the Borough. Three speed bumps were placed on

Madison, York and Sutton Drive.  A mail box was knocked over, upon restoring it the homeowner was notified that there were termites.

Bids were received for the Jeep and Explorer and were opened.  The highest bid for the Jeep was $500.01 and was awarded to Thomas Krause.  The highest bid for the Explorer was $375.00 and was awarded to Luis Milan.  A question was asked if someone is employed here can they bid.  He was told because it was sealed bids that were received.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

The Mayor asked that everyone be here for National Night Out between 5:15 and 5:30 p.m.

ORDINANCES:
2010 – 21
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 15 (SALARIES AND COMPENSATION) OF THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF HELMETTA

The Ordinance was read by title only.

The meeting was opened to the Public.  There being no one in the Public who wished to speak, the meeting was closed to the Public.

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:9-10 requires that the salaries, wages or other compensation for municipal officers and employees be fixed by ordinance; and 


WHEREAS, it is necessary to amend the existing salary ordinance of the Borough in order to reflect changes in salaries, wages or other compensation to certain municipal officers and employees. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE AND IT IS HEREBY ORDAINED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Helmetta that the salary and compensation ranges of the following officers and employees of the Borough of Helmetta shall be as set forth below:


TITLE OF OFFICER OR EMPLOYEE
ANNUAL SALARY RANGE


Animal Control Officer – overtime calls

$50.00/call


Municipal Court Judge



$3,500.00 - $15,000.00


Municipal Court Administrator


$10.00/hour - $25.00/hour


Temporary/Seasonal Laborer



$7.00/hour - $15.00/hour

Section 2.  All salary provisions, salary-related items and other benefits of employment, as set forth in any employment agreement between the Borough and municipal officers or employees shall remain in full force and effect and shall not be modified by this Ordinance.

Section 3.  If any part or parts of this Ordinance are for any reason held to be invalid, such adjudication shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this Ordinance.

Section 4.  All Ordinances or parts of Ordinances inconsistent herewith are repealed, but only to the extent of such inconsistency.

Section 5.  This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon its adoption and publication as required by law.

     MOTION TO ADOPT – Clmn. Smith   SECOND -  Clmn. Peckham

                               ROLL CALL: 4 - 0

2010 – 22
ORDINANCE REAPPROPRIATING $21,941.08 PROCEEDS OF OBLIGATIONS NOT NEEDED FOR THEIR ORIGINAL PURPOSES IN ORDER TO PROVIDE FOR THE PURCHASE OF MXU WATER METER READERS FOR THE BOROUGH OF HELMETTA AND OTHER RELATED EXPENSES IN AND BY THE BOROUGH OF HELMETTA, IN THE COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX, NEW JERSEY.

The Ordinance was read by title only.

The meeting was opened to the Public.  There being no one in the Public who wished to speak, the meeting was closed to the Public.
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF HELMETTA, IN THE COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX, NEW JERSEY (NOT LESS THAN TWO-THIRDS OF ALL MEMBERS THEREOF AFFIRMATIVELY CONCURRING) AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:2-39, it is hereby determined that $21,941.00 of the proceeds of obligations originally made available pursuant to Section 3(a) of Bond Ordinance No. 2009-06 of the Borough of Helmetta, in the County of Middlesex, New Jersey (the "Borough"), finally adopted April 6, 2006, as amended by Ordinance No. 2009-10 of the Borough (collectively, the "Ordinance"), is no longer necessary for the purposes for which the obligations previously were authorized.

Section 2.
The $21,941.00 described in Section 1 and made available pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:2-39 is hereby reappropriated to provide for the purchase of MXU water meter readers for the Borough, including all work and materials necessary therefor or incidental thereto.

Section 3.
The capital budget of the Borough is hereby amended to conform with the provisions of this ordinance to the extent of any inconsistency herewith.  The resolution in the form promulgated by the Local Finance Board showing full detail of the amended capital budget and capital program as approved by the Director of the Division of Local Government Services is on file with the Clerk and is available there for public inspection.

Section 4.
This ordinance shall take effect 20 days after the first publication thereof after final adoption, as provided by the Local Bond Law.

MOTION TO ADOPT – Clmn. Smith   SECOND -  Clmn. Peckham
                               ROLL CALL: 4 – 0

2010 – 23
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 8 (“RATES AND CHARGES”) OF CHAPTER 57 (“WATER”) OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF HELMETTA

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:31-10 permits a local unit to alter rates or rentals to be charged to users of water supply services from time to time; and


WHEREAS, the Borough Council desires to amend the Borough Code of the Borough of Helmetta in order to alter the current water usage rates.  


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by Borough Council of the Borough of Helmetta that Section 8 (“Rates and Charges”) of Chapter 57 (“Water”)  of the Borough Code is hereby amended as follows (additions are underlined and bolded, and deletions struck-through): 

1.
Section 57-8
 Rates and Charges. 
A. Definitions.

1.
“Residential customer” or “residential use” shall be defined as those accounts where the principal use of the building or structure is as living space for residents of the Borough of Helmetta, or is not defined as a “commercial customer.”  In the event a building or structure contains, or could contain, more than one dwelling unit for residential use, there should be charged as many minimum residential billing units as there are residential dwelling units.  

2.
“Commercial customer” or “commercial use” shall be defined as those accounts where the principal use of the building or structure is retail, commercial or other business activity.  In the event a building or structure contains, or could contain, more than one unit for commercial use, there shall be charged as many minimum commercial billing units as there are commercial units.  

B.
A water usage charge for each residential customer, effective for consumption beginning October 1, 2010, shall be sixty-one dollars and fifty cents ($61.50) sixty-four dollars and fifty-one cents ($64.51) for usage of eight seven thousand nine hundred ninety-nine gallons (8,999) (7,999) or less of water per quarter.  The usage charges are hereby fixed and officially established as charges by the Borough for direct and indirect use and service of the water distribution system and chargeable in advance, and the same shall be charged and collected by the Borough.  

C.
A water usage charge for each non-residential customer, effective for consumption beginning October 1, 2010, shall be ninety one dollars and seventy-five cents ($91.75) ninety-four dollars and seventy-eight cents ($94.78) for usage of eight seven thousand nine hundred ninety-nine gallons (8,999) (7,999) or less of water per quarter.  The usage charges are hereby fixed and officially established as charges by the Borough for direct and indirect use and service of the water distribution system and chargeable in advance, and the same shall be charged and collected by the Borough. 

D.
A water usage charge for each commercial sprinkler system connected to the water distribution system shall be one hundred thirteen dollars ($113) per quarter, irrespective of usage.  The usage charges are hereby fixed and officially established as charges by the Borough for direct and indirect use and service of the water distribution system and shall be chargeable in advance, and the same shall be charged and collected by the Borough.  

E.
An excess water usage charge for each residential and commercial customer shall be charged, in arrears, as follows:


(1)
For usage of 9,000 8,000 to 15,999 13,999 gallons, the charge shall be $5.05 $5.96 per 1,000 gallons or part thereof.

(2)
For usage of 16,000 14,000 to 23,999 21,999 gallons, the charge shall be $5.35 $6.32 per 1,000 gallons or part thereof. 

(3)
For usage of 24,000 22,000 or more, the charge shall be $5.90 $6.97 per 1,000 gallons or part thereof. 

F.
Annual charges for private fire service, sprinkler heads and fire hydrants shall be fixed by resolution of the Governing Body. 

G.
There shall be an additional fee of twenty dollars ($20) upon a request by a customer or his representative for a meter reading at times other than the regular reading for a billing period. 
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, if any part or parts of this Ordinance are for any reason held to be invalid, such adjudication shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this ordinance.

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that this Ordinance shall become effective immediately upon final passage and publication in accordance with the law.

MOTION – Clmn. Peckham    SECOND – Clmn. Karczewski




ROLL CALL:  4 - 0

2010 – 24
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 16 (“USER CHARGE ESTABLISHED”) OF CHAPTER 47 (“SEWERS”) OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF HELMETTA


WHEREAS, the Borough Council desires to amend the Borough Code of the Borough of Helmetta in order to alter the current sewer usage rates.  


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by Borough Council of the Borough of Helmetta that Section 16 (“User charge established”) of Chapter 47 (“Sewers”) of the Borough Code is hereby amended as follows (additions are underlined and bolded, and deletions struck-through): 

1.
Section 47-16
 User charge established. 

An annual sewer user charge for each residential and non-residential user shall be three hundred ninety-six dollars ($396) four hundred fifty-six dollars ($456) per year effective for all billings commencing January 1, 2011.  The user charges are hereby fixed and officially established as charges by the Borough for direct and indirect use and service of the sewerage system, and the same shall be charged and collected by the Borough.  The sewer user charge shall be paid in equal quarterly installments of ninety nine dollars ($99) one hundred fourteen dollars ($114). 
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, if any part or parts of this Ordinance are for any reason held to be invalid, such adjudication shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this ordinance.

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that this Ordinance shall become effective immediately upon final passage and publication in accordance with the law.

   MOTION – Clmn. Peckham    SECOND – Clmn. Smith



ROLL CALL: 4 – 0

